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the growth of Canadian nationality by the challenge of
republican institutions. This challenge has been potent
from the early years of the nineteenth century when the
United Empire Loyalists struggled with steadfast spirit
to build in North America new political entities under the
British Crown. Eventually the will for a national state,
much encouraged by Westminster, found expression in the
Confederation of 1867, and since then has rarely flagged,
even in times of trying economic distress. Why is there a
Canada? The political answer is clearly enough revealed
in one hundred and fifty years of history, especially in the
determination of Canadians to have a political creation
no less distinctive than the United States, with institutions
superior. In the twentieth century Canadians show no
wavering in devotion to their political inheritance and the
experiment upon which they embarked in 1867.
The second influence of the United States is that exerted
through the ceaseless flow of ideas across the three thousand
miles of land frontier which has tended to weaken an
exclusive sense of nationality and at times to strengthen
the forces of Canadian regionalism. Unlike the separate
regions of Australia, those of Canada are neighbours to
specific areas in the United States with which they share
intimate bonds; such, for example, as Nova Scotia's with
New England or British Columbia's with the American
Pacific slope. Many Canadian provinces provide frontiers
of settlement for states to the south; they furnish new lands
and fresh resources to lure the American settler and entre-
preneur whenever the range of opportunity shrinks in their
own territory. Indeed, historically all of Canada, except
perhaps Quebec, has been a social frontier of the United
States, where cultural influences as well as population
oscillate back and forth. Here British and American
influences of every kind intermingle, and create the peculiar
Canadian balance between them. Canada is in North
America. It is also in the British Commonwealth. The
profound and interacting inplications of both facts explain
the nature of Canadian nationality. Social distance relative
to the United States tends to lessen with the advance of